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generally be Induced to arise by mild persuasion; and it has
been found that the sight of a dog will cause the first-named
animal to start up when other means fail.
But it may be that the creature really cannot arise, or if it
gets up it cannot stand ; then the operator has to do as he
best can while it is recumbent, and must kneel, or even
assume the horizontal position. With regard to the animal
itself, the lateral and ventral positions are very unfavourable,
because of compression of the abdomen, which greatly hinders
manipulation and interferes with delivery. Occasionally the
animal may with advantage be placed on its back, and kept
in that position by having previously had the feet brought
together by means of a rope or hopples, and tying another
rope to these by which assistants can steady the body; a truss
of straw placed close on each side of the back will greatly aid in
securing this position. In some cases it is most advantageous
to have the front part of the body raised by litter, so as to
bring the foetus nearer the pelvic cavity; in other cases it
maybe equally advantageous to have the hind-quarters raised
either by litter or by suspension, the hind-feet being fastened
together by a rope, the end of which is passed over a beam
and pulled until the required elevation is obtained. This
raising of the hind-quarters has been successfully employed,
in reducing torsion of the uterus ; and it has been no less
useful in cases of dystokia due to bending back of the head or
neck of the foetus.
Gases are met with now and again in which it is desirable
to place the animal in the recumbent position, and then the
greatest care is necessary to prevent its being injured in laying
it down.
The cow has been placed on its side by passing a bed-sheet,
folded lengthways two or three times, beneath the abdomen,
in front of the udder, two men holding each end and lifting
up as if to carry the animal off its feet; the cow imme-
diately turns on its side and the hind-quarters fall softly on
the litter, but the sheet must be kept tense. Another plan is
almost as simple: A long rope is provided, with a noose at
one end; this is passed around the horns, the rope is carried
along the ridge of the neck, and a turn is made around the
shoulders, another behind the shoulders, and a third around